
place in the world today 

that truly leads us to be-

lieve we are living in a 

godless generation.  But 

we, the National Youth 

for Christ, have gathered 

in Atlanta to let the peo-

ple know and to give 

proper notice to the devil 

that we shall not give in 

to his devices.  We will 

continue to stand on 

Godôs word and lead 

souls out of captivity into 

the everlasting love of 

Jesus.  We welcome the 

Holy Ghost to abide in 

these services, and we 

pray that you leave At-

lanta changed!  God bless 

you all in Jesus name! 

Praise the Lord and 

Greetings in the wonder-

ful, adorable, and pre-

cious name of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ!  

We indeed count it a 

blessing that we have 

made it to Atlanta once 

again to make our mark 

in the great southern 

state of Georgia.  We do 

not take it for granted 

that you all have traveled 

many miles despite the 

rising costs of everyday 

purchases such as food 

and gas to support the 

youth.  God will truly 

bless each and every one 

of you for your faithful-

ness. 

We would like to take 

this opportunity to thank 

Eld. Eric Cannady, At-

lanta Metro; Eld. Eric 

Nesmith, Grace Taberna-

cle; District Eld. Carlos 

Simon, Galilee; Eld. 

Olufemi Sotayo, House of 

Praise; their congrega-

tions; and the National 

Officers for working so 

diligently to make this 

convention possible.  The 

Lord shall reward you 

greatly as well. 

We are continuing with 

our theme ð ñPromoting 

Godliness in a Godless 

Generation.ò  There are 

so many events taking 

Welcome to Atlanta, NYFC!  Weôre excited youôre here! 
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NYFC Mission Statement and Core Principles  

The purpose of the Youth 
for Christ is to serve God 
as the youth arm of the 
Way of the Cross Church 
of Christ International. 
Our mission is to recruit, 
train, and empower 
youth to become Chris-
tian ambassadors by em-
phasizing salvation, wor-
ship, discipleship, leader-
ship, fellowship, scholar-
ship, and evangelism. 
Our vision is to become a 
church body that con-
tinuously produces saved 
and successful youth who 
will make a positive im-
pact in their homes, 
schools, communities, 
churches, and careers. 

Salvation : We will pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, compelling youth 
to live saved and holy 
lives in anticipation of 
the eminent return of 
Jesus Christ (John 35-7; 
Acts 2:38; Romans 13:11
-12). 

Worship : We will plan 
powerful and anointed 
worship services that 
allow youth of all ages to 
praise and glorify God 
freely in the beauty of 
holiness (Psalms 150:1-
6; John 4:23 -24). 

Discipleship : We will 
teach and train our youth 
in the Word of God that 
they might be able to 
apply it successfully in 
t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s 
(Proverbs 22:6).  

Leadership : We will 
prepare our youth to be 
the leaders of today 
rather than just leaders 
of tomorrow (Jeremiah 
1:4-10; I Timothy 4:12).  

Fellowship : We will 
provide opportunities for 
our youth to fellowship in 
ways that will foster unity 
and strength (Psalms 
133:1; Luke 22:32; Acts 
2:42).  

Scholarship : We will 
encourage our youth to 

pursue academic and 
professional excellence 
while keeping Christ first 
and foremost in their 
lives (Daniel 1:3-20).  

Evangelism : We will 
obey the great commis-
sion of Jesus Christ to go 
into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to 
every creature (Matthew 
28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts 
1:8). 

Scriptural Declara-
tion:  

ñBut ye are a chosen gen-
eration, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the 
praises of Him who hath 
called you out of dark-
ness into His marvelous 
lightò (I Peter 2:9).  

Biblical Proclama-
tion:  

ñThis is the generation of 
them that seek Him, that 
seek thy face.ò  (Psalms 
24:6)  5
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YOUTH PRESIDENTIAL TRAVELS  

American undergraduate 

business baccalaureates in 

the world.  With salvation and 

education, all things are pos-

sible.  God be with you! 

PRESIDENTIAL PROMOTION  

Congratulations to our Na-

tional Youth for Christ Presi-

dent, Dr. Travell Travis, on 

being appointed the new As-

sistant Dean for the Hampton 

University School of Busi-

ness.  For the past four years, 

Dr. Travis has served as the 

Assistant to the Dean.  In this 

new position, Dr. Travis will 

be responsible for over 1200 

business students, nearly 40 

faculty members, and will 

report directly to the Dean 

and Provost.  In addition, Dr. 

Travis will continue to teach 

courses in entrepreneurship 

and business law.  Hampton 

University is one of the oldest 

and most prestigious histori-

cally black colleges in the 

country and is among the top 

producers of Afr ican -

Since becoming National 

Youth for Christ President, 

Eld. Travis and his wife, 

Sherina, have certainly filled 

their travel schedule to be a 

blessing to the youth and their 

churches.  During the months 

of May and June, Eld. Travis 

was offered the following invi-

tations, which he so graciously 

accepted: 

5/14/08  - Guest Speaker at 

Cornerstone WOTC, Char-

lotte, NC, Elder Moses 

McKever, Pastor; 5/18/08 - 

Guest Speaker at Pilgrim 

WOTC, Scotland Neck, NC, 

Bishop Hurron Freeman, Pas-

tor; 5/18/08 - Visited Greater 

Ransom WOTC, Henderson, 

NC, Bishop Johnnie Alston, 

Pastor; 5/25/08 - Guest 

Speaker at St. Peter WOTC, 

Andrews, SC, District Elder 

Keith Nesmith, Pastor; 

5/25/08 - Guest Speaker at 

Evangelistic Temple WOTC, 

Kingstree, SC, Bishop Roose-

velt, Fulton, Pastor; 5/31/08 

- Guest Speaker for New Eng-

land Diocese Youth Fellow-

ship Service, New Bethel 

WOTC, District Elder Percy 

Hicks, Host; 6/1/08 - Guest 

Speaker at New Dimension 

WOTC, Irvington, NJ, Elder 

Elijah Page, Pastor; and 

6/1/08 - Guest Speaker at 

New Hope WOTC, Teaneck, 

NJ, Bishop Terry Hicks, Pas-

tor.  

He has certainly been busy 

these past few months and 

still going strong leading us all 

the way here to Atlanta, GA 

for our 54 th Annual Youth 

Convention.  Please continue 

to lift Eld. Travis and his wife 

up in prayer, as well as our 

other officers as they endeavor 

to serve us so faithfully. 

Page 2 The MESSENGER 

But watch thou 

in all things, 

endure afflictions, 

do the work 

of an evangelist, 

make full proof  

of thy ministry.  

II Timothy 4:5  



Willie  Nesmith , Jr ., gradu-
ated from Hemingway High 
School, Hemingway, SC, in 
May 2008.  Willie was on the 
high school Honor Roll and 
had a 3.6 GPA.  He also serves 
as a musician at the church. 

Roosevelt Chandler, Jr. , 
graduated from Universal 
Technical Institute, Houston, 
TX, in May 2008, with a 4.0 
GPA. 

Jasmin  Commander  
graduated from Universal 
Technical Institute in August 
2007 in automotive technol-
ogy.  Jasmin furthered educa-
tion at Volvo Safe School, 
Phoenix, AZ, and graduated in 
February 2008; received cer-
tificate of appreciation - assis-
tant shop foreman; received 

certificate of achievement; 
valedictorian of class of 38; 
and serves as a musician at 
church. 

Earnetta Linder  is 21 years 
old, very active, kind, optimis-
tic, and most of all an out-
standing female that loves to 
help and educate the young 
children.  She graduated from 
Horry -Georgetown Technical 
College in May 2008; was on 
the President's List and on the 
Dean's List (2x); and received 
an Associate Degree in Early 
Care Education.  She plans to 
further her education at the 
College of Charleston to re-
ceive a Bachelor Degree in 
Teaching.  She is a choir mem-
ber at the church. 

Felisha Gamble  is an active, 

young lady 
who loves to 
sing.  She 
was honora-
b ly  d i s -
charged from 
the Army 
N a t i o n a l 

Guard Reserve- Unit 1052 ï 
Transportation.  She gradu-
ated from Williamsburg Tech-
nical College in May 2007 
with a major in cosmetology.  
Felisha received a license from 
the S.C. State Board of Cosme-
tology in June 2007.  She is a 
cosmetologist at Abla's Hair 
Studio and a bookkeeper at 
Piggly Wiggly, Kingstree, S.C.  
Felisha also serves as a choir 
director at the church.  

Elder Eric L. Cannady  
710 Ruby Forrest Court 
Stone Mountain, GA 30083  
(404) 298 -6373 (h) 
(404) 298 -4148  
ericcannady@comcast.net 
topapostolicminis-
tries@comcast.net 
www.topapostolicministries.o
rg 
Elder Eric V. Jackson  
622 48th Street 
Newport News, VA 23607 
(757) 245-1910 (h) 

Elder Travell Travis, Esq.  
391 Union Street 
Hampton, Virginia 23669  
(757) 726-2442 (h) 
  (757)-726-0194 
travelltravis@aol.com 
www.travelltravis.com  
Elder Bennett Gamble, Sr .  
1927 Bunker Hill Road, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 
 (202) 526-5229 (h) 
  (202) -693-4673 
gamble.bennett@dol.gov 
www.nbwotc.org 

(757) 245-7073 
jacksonandjackson@cox.net 
Deacon Tony Williams  
9813 Precious Stone Drive 
Wake Forest, NC  27587 
(919) 761-8680 (h)  
(Call before faxing) 
olandus@gmail.com 
Sis. Laura Thomas  
821 North Beckford Drive  
Henderson, NC 27536 
(252) 492-0675 (h) 
(Call before faxing) 
(919) 693-1511 ext. 144 (w) 

YOUTH SHOUT OUT ðNESMITH WOTC, Bishop Joe T. Gamble, Pastor  

NYFC Officers Contact Information  

Hicks, Pastor.  We are expect-

ing great things to take place 

this year in the New England 

Diocese for the Youth for 

Christ.  The Lord has brought 

us a mighty long way, and 

there is still work to be done, 

continue to pray for us as the 

Lord leads us.  We invite oth-

ers to come and fellowship 

with us during our ser-

vices.  Our next service will be 

held on August 30, 2008, at 

New Dimension WOTC, Eld. 

Elijah D. Page, Pastor. 

  

NEW ENGLAND DISOCESE YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  

Praise the Lord, we were truly 

blessed on May 31, 2008, dur-

ing our 5th Saturday Youth for 

Christ  Fellowship ser-

vice.  National YFC President, 

Eld. Travell Travis blessed us 

with a word from the Lord. 

The service was held at New 

Bethel WOTC in New York, 

NY, District Elder Percy 
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Not forsaking the 

assembling of 

yourselves together, 

as the manner of 

some is; but 

exhorting one 

another; and so 

much the more, as ye 

see the day 

approaching. 

Hebrews 10:25 
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The following students have 
excelled academically and/or 
athletically this past 2007 -
2008 school year. 

College Graduates  

Dytwan Haynes  received an 
Associate Degree from 
Orangeburg Calhoun Techni-
cal College. 

High School Graduates  

Derick Lamieke  Haynes  
and Eric Supreme Haynes  
(twins) graduated from 
Orangeburg Wilkinson High 
School. Derick received hon-
ors from the Vocational Tech-
nology Center and recipient of 
the Churches United in Fel-
lowship Scholarship.  He was 
accepted to Johnson C. Smith 
University.  

Danie l le  Marque t ta 
Stokes  and Rhysharelle 
Dequetta Stokes  (twins) 
graduated from Orangeburg 
Wilkinson High School.  Dan-
ielle will further her education 
in Early Childhood and Rhy-
sharelle in Social Work. 

Keisha Jamison  graduated 
from Calhoun County High 

School in St. Matthews, SC.  
She received scholarships and 
will matriculate at Winthrop 
University in Rock Hill, SC.  

Miracle is also proud of our 
students who attend both ele-
mentary and middle schools. 
The following youth have been 
promoted to the next grade 
level: 

Justin Mintz Brown  - 2nd 
Grade 

Jalai Mintz Brown  - 3rd 
Grade ï Principalôs List the 
entire year 

Jonathan Shepard  - 6th 
Grade - AB Honor Roll  

Alexis Ishme  - 3rd Grade 

Schaffie O. Rogers  - 3rd 
Grade - Principal's List  

Shakema Brooks  - 9th 
Grade (middle school cheer-
leader) 

Jeremiah Haynes  - 12th 
Grade 

Marvin Nakoumbe Go-
mala Goodly  - 8th Grade 
(AB Honor Roll/Principal's 
List; Highest Averages in 
Gateway to Technology and 
Honors Art; 1st place District 

Level Science Project Fair, 
Category: Engineering-Solar 
Panel Energy; 3rd place Local 
Level Science Project Fair, 
Category: Engineering-Solar 
Panel Energy; 2007-08 Stu-
dent Council Vice President; 
President-elect 2008-09; 1st 
Place Student Art Two Dimen-
sional, SC State Fair, Honor-
able Mention Federal Student 
Duck Stamp Contest; invita-
tion to People to People Stu-
dent Ambassador; 1st place 
Track & Field [Discus, 4x400 
relay]; 2nd place 800 meters 
and 3rd place 1600 meters). 

 

Although our pastor, Bishop 
Harold K. Clarkson, is no 
longer with us, he encouraged 
and promoted excellence in 
education and athletics.  
Bishop Clarkson was always 
proud of the youth at Miracle 
WOTC.  Again, congratula-
tions to all and much success 
in your future endeavors.  
Continue to keep First Lady 
Siretha Clarkson and the 
Miracle WOTC church family 
in your prayers. 

YOUTH SHOUT OUT ðMIRACLE WOTC  

the national organization 
faithfully even during his ill-
ness and until his passing. 

He was an honorable veteran 
of the U.S. Army, having 
served during the Vietnam 
War. He graduated from Mid-
lands Technical College, ma-
joring in business manage-
ment. He also attended and 
was a rising senior at the Wil-
liam L. Bonner Bible Institute 
in Columbia, SC. He retired 
from Anchor Continental of 
Columbia, SC.  

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 
Siretha Boyles Clarkson; one 
sister, Mrs. Helen Hampton of 
Orangeburg, SC; three broth-
ers, Dr. Johnnie J. (Emma) 
Jenkins, District Elder Paul 

(Barbara) Jenkins, and Mr. 
Michael Jenkins, all of 
Orangeburg, SC. 

Bishop Clarkson will be sadly 
missed by the Way of the 
Cross Church of Christ body. 

In Loving Memory from the Youth Body  

Bishop Harold King 
Clarkson , 59, died Sunday, 
May 18, 2008, at his home in 
Columbia, SC. He was presid-
ing prelate of the State of 
South Carolina for the Way of 
the Cross Church of Christ, 
International. He was a mem-
ber of the National Board of 
Bishops. Bishop Clarkson 
served as the Western District 
Elder for the State of South 
Carolina and was the founder 
and pastor of Miracle Way of 
the Cross Church of the Christ 
International. He was also the 
former state treasurer for the 
Way of the Cross Church of 
Christ International. Bishop 
Clarkson was a great visionary 
and served his church, the 
State of South Carolina, and 
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And I heard a voice 

from heaven 

saying unto me, 

Write, Blessed are 

the dead which die 

in the Lord from 

henceforth: Yea, 

saith the Spirit, 

that they may rest 

from their labours; 

and their works do 

follow them.  

Revelation 14:13 



Mother Virginia Ree Can-

nady , with the sound of a 

liberated cry, entered into this 

life on December 26, 1926, in 

Granville County, NC.  On 

Tuesday, April 29, 2008, after 

81 years, four months, and 

three days, while surrounded 

by family, Mother Cannady 

peacefully closed her eyes and 

entered into eternal rest.  She 

was born to Freddie and Essie 

Parker.  She was preceded in 

death by her parents, her sis-

ters, and a brotherðEmma 

Jean, Dorothy Mae, Margaret, 

William, and Avery.  

Mother Cannady attended 

G.C. Hawley High School in 

Creedmoor, N.C.  Where she 

met her soul mate, Bishop 

Leroy H. Cannady, Sr.  They 

were married on December 

10, 1944.  During their 64 

years of marriage, the Lord 

blessed them with eight chil-

drenðDelphine, Vivian, 

Leroy, Jr., Shirley, James, 

Gregory, Phyllis, and Michael.   

She was preceded in death by 

her son Leroy, Jr.  Mother 

Cannady raised her children 

in the fear and admonition of 

the Lord daily.  She also cared 

for the grandchildren who 

lived in her home. 

Mother Virginia first heard 

about Jesus at Ransom WOTC 

in Franklinton, NC, in 1946, 

by the late Bishop H.C. 

Brooks.  She was twenty years 

old when she gave her life to 

our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ by going down in water 

in the precious name of Jesus 

Christ.  It was a life-altering 

step.  It wasn't many days 

later that God filled her with 

the gift of the Holy Ghost 

while worshipping and crying 

out to him in her home.  

Mother Cannady immediately 

became active in the music 

ministry of the church.  She 

actively sang in church choirs 

for at least forty years.  Her 

life was deeply influenced by 

such Godly women as Mother 

Willie Brooks, Mother Laura 

Brooks, Mother Lucille Per-

son, Mother Fannie Mae Per-

son, Mother Crescie Cannady, 

Mother Laura Pressley, 

Mother Annie Mae Wise, 

Mother Daisy Johnson, 

Mother Dorothy Foster, 

Mother Gertrude Holly, and 

Mother Lovella Stokes.  These 

women imparted the words of 

wisdom in an unforgettable 

way.  Mother Cannady tried to 

pattern her life after their ex-

ample. 

On a Sunday in June 1958, 

Mother Cannady became a 

Pastorôs wife at the age of 32.  

She assumed this position and 

served as a virtuous woman of 

God beside her husband, 

Bishop Cannady.  As a mem-

ber of Refuge WOTC, Mother 

Cannady held many positions 

as the President of the Mis-

sionary Department, the Ref-

uge Chorus, the Sunday 

School Department, Commun-

ion Department, Prayer Band, 

Kitchen and Dining Room 

Committee, Pastorôs Aid mem-

ber, and the Baptism Commit-

tee. 

Bishop Cannady was conse-

crated to the office of the Pre-

siding Bishop of the Way of 

the Cross Church of Christ, 

International, in 1985.  At this 

point, Mother Virginia became 

the First Lady and Mother of 

this great organization.  She 

also now served as National 

President of the Missionary 

Department and President of 

the Pastoral Wives Council.  

She leaves behind to cherish 

her memory and walk on in 

faith, her faithful leader and 

husband, Presiding Prelate 

Bishop Leroy H. Cannady, Sr.; 

her children, Delphine Easley, 

Vivian (Deacon John) Person, 

Shirley (Elder Larry, Sr.) 

Whitfield, James (Deborah) 

Cannady; a brother Rev. Bruce 

Tharrington, twenty -three 

grandchildren, twenty -seven 

great-grandchildren, two sis-

ters-in law, three brothers -in-

law, three Godchildren, an 

adopted daughter, one aunt, 

and a number of beloved 

nieces, nephews, and the pre-

cious saints of Refuge WOTC 

and this great organization, as 

well as the number of 

churches from affiliated fel-

lowships in Baltimore, MD, 

and beyond. 

Mother Cannady faithfully 

and diligently stood by her 

husband through 60 years of 

preaching Godôs word and 50 

years of pastoral service.  

The service Celebrating the 

Life of a Queen was held on 

Saturday, May 10, 2008, at 

11:00 a.m. at the Church of the 

Redeemed of the Lord, Bishop 

Jerome Stokes, Pastor.  It was 

a beautiful homegoing service 

befitting for such a beautiful, 

virtuous woman of God who 

has touched the lives of so 

many in the body of Christ.  

Loving Dedication to the late Mother Virginia Ree Cannady  
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Who can find a 

virtuous woman?  

For her price is 

far above rubies 

Proverbs 31:10 
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Claudia Barber  began serv-
ing as an Administrative Law 
Judge with the District of Co-
lumbia Office of Administra-
tive Hearings in August 2005.  
In addition to her judicial re-
sponsibilities, Judge Barber 
teaches Business Law and Law 
for Business at Anne Arundel 
Community College. She also 
has served  for four years as a 
Sunday School teacher for the 
new members class at Greater 
Bethlehem Temple Church 
and currently serves as a Sun-
day School teacher for the 
Practical Living Institute of 
Transformation Church of 
Jesus Christ, where she 
teaches courses in entrepre-
neurship, how to start a busi-
ness, and how to get out of 
debt. 

Judge Barber previously 
served as a hearing officer for 
the Baltimore City Public 
Schools from 2002 to 2005.  
From 1990 to 2005, Judge 
Barber was a sole practitioner 
and principal in her law firm 
in Laurel, MD. Her areas of 
practice included civil litiga-
tion at the trial and appellate 
levels, church law, commercial 
and residential real estate law, 
estate and probate law, copy-
right and trademark law, 
workerôs compensation, bank-
ruptcy, personal injury, civil 
rights, sexual harassment, 
race, sex and employment 

discrimination, EEO, and cor-
porate law.  Prior to engaging 
in private practice, Ms. Barber 
worked as an environmental 
attorney for PRC-EMI, a gov-
ernment contractor environ-
mental engineering firm.  
Judge Barber is the former 
law clerk to Master Elizabeth 
Tockman on the Circuit Court 
for Baltimore City, MD.  

From 2004 -2005, Judge Bar-
ber served as a member of the 
board of directors of the Legal 
Aid Bureau of Maryland, Inc.   
In 2001, she also became 
Board Chairperson of the 
Elder Theodore L. Barber 
Scholarship Foundation, Inc., 
a foundation named in her 
fatherôs honor and developed 
to award scholarships to at-
risk and underprivileged 
youth. Over 50 scholarships 
have been awarded since the 
foundation began in 2001.  
Also in 2001, Judge Barber 
served as chairperson of the 
Board of Trustees of Greater 
Bethlehem Temple Church. 

Judge Barber is a member of 
the Bars of the District of Co-
lumbia and the State of Mary-
land.  She is also admitted to 
practice before the Supreme 
Court of the United States, the 
United States Federal Claims 
Courts, the United States 
Courts of Appeals for the 
Fourth, District of Columbia 

and Federal Circuits, and the 
United States District Courts 
for Maryland and the District 
of Columbia. 

Judge Barber was awarded a 
full tuition -paid scholarship to 
law school, and received her 
Juris Doctorate degree from 
the University of Baltimore 
School of Law in 1987, a Mas-
ter of Science degree in educa-
tion (with specialization in 
economics education) from 
Johns Hopkins University in 
1983, and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in communications 
and political science from 
Goucher College in 1980. 

Judge Barber is the daughter 
of the late Elder Theodore 
Barber and the late Mission-
ary Pauline Barber, members 
of the Refuge WOTC for over 
40 years.  Judge Barber served 
in various youth department 
capacities for 
over 30 years 
at Refuge.  
Judge Barber 
was baptized 
and filled with 
the Holy 
Ghost under 
Bishop Can-
nadyôs leader-
ship and min-
istry.  

MEET THE HONORABLE JUDGE CLAUDIA BARBER  

Guest Speaker for Academic Recognition Service  

nity College in Iola, KS.  He 

also broke a school record in 

basketball, with eight three-

pointers in one game. 

Ashley Matthews  was one 

in six to receive a Citation for 

completing the Senatorial 

Scholarship application for 

the City of Bladensburg, MD 

from Bladensburg High 

School.  This award was given 

to Ashley by Senator David 

Harrington . 

YOUTH SHOUT OUT ðMT. CALVARY WOTC, Bishop James Davis, Pastor  

Mt. Calvary 

Youth for Christ 

would like to 

c o n g r a t u l a t e 

the following 

f o r  t h e i r 

achievements: 

James Davis received a full 

scholarship for basketball to 

attend Allen County Commu-
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Happy is the 

man that findeth 

wisdom, and the 

man that getteth 

understanding.  

Proverbs 3:13 


